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Title: Person and Work of Jesus Christ (DD-4)

Purpose: To instruct the hearers of the essential Christian distinctives.

Introduction

In our studies of biblical doctrines, we are presently considering the orthodox distinctives. We have already considered 1) the Bible as the principle of authority. 2) the Trinity 3) God’s work of creation & providence. Now we will look at another orthodox distinctive: the Person & Work of Christ

SECTION 4: THE PERSON & WORK OF JESUS CHRIST

Trans: This person & work of Jesus can be subdivided into 5 headings

I. 
THE DIVINITY OF JESUS CHRIST

A. The Meaning: When we look at the doctrine of the trinity, we have seen that Jesus is the Supreme Being. He is not a lesser “god”, lesser than the Father or the Holy Spirit.  He is one in essence, power, and glory with the Father & the Holy Spirit.

B. The Essentially: And & also we have seen that this doctrine is essential to the Christian faith.



1.
 John 8:24 (READ)

a.
“ He” italics - not in original - an echo of Exo 3. Here Jesus is claiming to be the Supreme Being who appeared to Moses - that Supreme Being who demanded worship from Moses. 

b. Anyone who will not accept Christ’s claim will die in their sins - true of Jehovah’s witness, Iglesia ni Manalo,| etc.



2. 
John 5:21-23 (READ)

a. Why is the Son able to do what only God the Father can do? because the Son is the Supreme Being - one in essence power & glory w/ the Father 

b. And why did the Father delegate all judgment to the Son? so that all many honor the Son “even as” or in the same manner as they honor the Father 

c. Then note the conclusion Christ draws from this - Vs 23b - Those who do not honor the Son in the way as they honor the Father, does not really honor the 

Father; they are not Christians.



3. 
1John 5:20-21 (READ)

a. Who is the “This” John is referring to? Jesus - & if someone still raise question on grammar Cf 1John 1:2 (READ).

b. Then John after that assertion immediately warns against idolatry. And what is the connection? If you do not worship Jesus, then you not worshipping the true & living God, & therefore, you are guilty of idolatry.

II. 

THE HUMANITY OF JESUS CHRIST

A. The Meaning: Although Jesus is the Supreme Being, & yet, at the incarnation, He became what He never once was, a true human being, w/ a human body & soul. In doing this, Jesus did not cease to be the Supreme Being, but in addition, to it, He became what He never once was. Thus now Jesus is the God-man. He is God as if He never became a man. He is man as if He never was God. And yet there are not two Jesuses, there is only one. 

B. The Proof: 

1. Let us look here at the language of John 1:1,14 (READ).

a. When John says that the word became flesh, what He means is the Word because a true human being - Rom 3:20 (READ).
b. When John says that the word became flesh, we must not think that the Word ceased to be what He has always been - God. For the language does not imply that at all. Example: You are a husband and then you became a father. Does this mean that you becoming a father meant that you are no longer a husband? No. This is true of Jesus - Jesus became man without ceasing to be what He has always been. So now Jesus is both true God & true man.

c. This is the mystery of His person. The Creator at the incarnation also became the created; the infinite also became the finite; the all-knowing also became limited in knowledge; the all-powerful also became limited in power & in need of God’s help; the worshipped also became the worshipper; the object of prayer also became the one who prayers. Jesus became a true human being w/o ceasing to be the Supreme Being. 

2. Again 1Tim 2:5 (READ) - Does this mean that Jesus was just a man and not God? No. Other portions of God's word say that He is God. But this passage also clearly asserts that Jesus, aside from being the true God, is also a true man.

C. The Essentially: Anyone who denies this humanity of Jesus can’t be regarded as Christian. 1John 4:1-3 (READ).

1. This is what bothers me of Roman Catholics. Why prefer Mary to Jesus? Because she is very much like us: a human being. But that is to deny Christ’s humanity & that is heresy! - Heb 2:17; Heb 4:14-16 (READ).

2. Warfield: “Christ is not a humanized God, nor a deified man. He is the God-man. We must never lose sight of Christ humanity in His divinity, nor His divinity in His humanity.” To lost sight of either His divinity or humanity is heresy!

III. 
THE ATONING DEATH OF THE JESUS CHRIST

A. The Centrality of Christ’s Atoning Death.

1.
The central purpose Jesus’ coming is to save His people from their sins. This is what the angel told Joseph in Mt 1:21: “ and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” Or in the language 1Ti 1:15: “ This is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners…”’
2.
Now central to the work of Jesus in saving His people is His death to atone for the sins of His people.

a.
Mt 20:28: “ just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.” John 10:14-18 (READ)
b.
And why was this death necessary? Because God is the God of justice as well as mercy. For Him to forgive sinners, He must first satisfy the claims of His own justice. Thus Jesus had to die on the cross, to bear the punishment due to those whom He came to save. Rom. 3:21-26; Heb 9:22 (READ).

B. The Essentially: For anyone to reject this biblical teaching is to deny an essential Christian teaching, and therefore, that person cannot be regarded as a true Christian.

1. 1Cor. 15:1-3 (READ) – For Paul, to deny this atoning death of Christ is to deny the faith altogether. And anyone who does that cannot and will not be saved.


2. 1Cor. 1:23 (READ) – Paul here asserts that all those who have been truly saved, those whom God has effectually called understand and willingly embrace that the message of a crucified Messiah. Unlike the Jews, they do not view it as stumbling block nor as foolish. But that the message of a crucified Messiah is the power of God and the wisdom of God. Anyone who sees it in any other way cannot be truly called of God, cannot really be saved.

3. This teaching is such a centerpiece in true biblical Christianity that not only has been foreshadowed in the OT sacrifices, but it is what is at the heart of the symbolic ordinance Christ commanded His disciples to observe. 1Cor. 11:23-26. (READ).

IV.
PHYSICAL RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST

A. The Denial: Liberals scholars are today denying the physical resurrection of Jesus. They say that Jesus never rose from the grave physically.  But that He resurrected only the lives & hopes of His disciples.

B. The Essentiality: But anyone who denies Christ physical resurrection is not a Christian - & this error is a damning error.

1. Rom 10:8-11 (READ) - What is the clear implication? If anyone does not really believe that Christ physically rouse from the grave cannot be saved.  Belief from the heart of Christ's physical resurrection is essential to true saving faith.

2. 1Cor 15:1-5 (READ) - Not only X’s death for our sins but also Christ's physical resurrection from the grave is not only essential but of primary importance to the message of the gospel. And not to continue believing in it, it to have believed in vain.

V. 
THE EXCLUSIVE MEDIATORSHIP OF JESUS CHRIST

A. The Denial: Many today say that in order to go to God, you must go through various mediators. Mary, angelic beings, the saints who have died, etc.


B. 
The Essentiality: But again, to embrace this teaching is to embrace a damning error

1. 1Tim 2:5-6 (READ) - only two parties are mentioned: God & men. And there is only one mediator that stands in between these two parties: the man, Christ Jesus. And notice that this assertion is put in so close connection with belief in another essential Christian teaching: monotheism.

2. John 14:6 (READ)- only two parties are mentioned: God & anyone. To go the Father, one must go through Christ. To go to the Father through someone will mean failure to go the Father.

3. Heb 7:25 (READ) -  the clear implication is that those who will not draw near to God through Christ will not be saved.

4. Acts 4:12 (READ)- this is part of Peter’s evangelistic message. This is not the deeper teachings of the gospel..

5. Col 2:8-15, 18-19 (READ) - In X’s we have an all-sufficient Savior & Mediator. We do not need any inter-mediators who can help us go to God, inter-mediators who in turn for their service, we must give religious veneration. For X’s is our all sufficient Savior & Mediator - Note: Vs 18: “defraud” means to rob of the prize of victory. So to embrace this error Paul is warning these Christians against is to lose the prize of victory.

Conclusion: 

1. So here again is another essential Christian distinctive: The person & work of Jesus which includes the divinity of Jesus, the humanity of Jesus, the atoning death of Jesus, the physical resurrection of Jesus, and the exclusive mediatorship of Jesus. 

2. Let us hold fast to these biblical teachings. And let us proclaim them with Elijah-like boldness.

